
  

 
 
APPENDIX XIII ABBREVIATIONS 
 

A 
 
AAC: ....... Aircraft Approach Category 
AAS: ....... Airport Advisory Service 
AC: ......... Advisory Circular 
ADF: ....... Automatic Direction Finder 
ADG: ...... Airplane Design Group 
AIM: ........ Airmen’s Informational Manual 
AIRMET: . Airmen’s Meteorological Information 
ALP: ....... Airport Layout Plan 
ALS: ....... Approach Lighting System 
ARC: ....... Airport Reference Code 
ARP: ....... Airport Reference Point 
ARTCC: .. Air Route Traffic Control Center 
ARTS: ..... Automated Radar Terminal System 
ASDE: .... Airport Surface Detection Equipment 
ASR: ....... Airport Surveillance Radar 
ATC: ....... Airport Traffic Control Tower 
ATIS: ...... Automated Terminal Information Service 
 

B 
 
BRL: ....... Building Restriction Line 
 

D 
 
DF: ......... Direction Finder 
DH: ......... Decision Height 
DME: ...... Distance Measuring Equipment 
 

F 
 
FAA: ....... Federal Aviation Administration 
FAR: ....... Federal Aviation Regulation 
FSS: ....... Flight Service Station 
 

G 
 
GA: ......... General Aviation 
GCA: ...... Ground Controlled Approach 
GS: ......... Glide Slope 
 
 



  

 
 

I 
 
IFR: ........ Instrument Flight Rules (FAR Part 91) 
ILS: ......... Instrument landing system 
IM: .......... Inner marker 
 

L 
 
LDA: ....... Localizer-type directional aid 
LDIN: ...... Lead-in lights 
LOC: ....... ILS localizer 
LOM: ...... Compass Locator at Outer Marker 
 

M 
 
MALS: .... Medium Intensity Approach Lights – 5,000 candle power 
MAP: ...... Missed Approach Procedure 
MDA: ...... Minimum Descent Altitude (FAR Part 1) 
MEA: ...... Minimum Enroute IFR Altitude 
MEL: ....... Multi-Engine Land 
MLS: ....... Microwave Landing System 
MM: ........ Middle Marker 
MSL: ....... Mean Sea Level 
MVA: ...... Minimum Vectoring Altitude 
 

N 
 
NDB: ....... Nondirectional Beacon 
NPIAS: ... National Plan of Integrated Airport Systems 
NAVAID: . Air Navigation Facility 
 

O 
 
ODALS: .. Omni-Directional Approach Lighting System 
OFA: ....... Obstacle Free Area 
OFZ: ....... Obstacle Free Zone 
OM: ........ Outer Marker 
 

P 
 
PAPI: ...... Precision Approach Path Indicator 
PAR: ....... Precision Approach Radar 
 

R 
 
RAIL: ...... Runway Alignment Indicator Light 



  

RAPCON: Radar Approach Control 
REIL: ...... Runway End Identifier Lights 
RNAV: .... Runway Area Navigation 
RPZ: ....... Runway Protection Zone 
RSA: ....... Runway Safety Area 
RVR: ....... Runway Visual Range 
 

S 
 
SID: ........ Standard Instrument Departure 
SIGMET: Significant Meteorological Information 
STAR: ..... Standard Terminal Arrival Route 
STOL: ..... Short Takeoff and Landing 
 

T 
 
TACAN: .. Tactical Air Navigation 
TAF: ....... Terminal Area Forecast 
TCH: ....... Threshold Crossing Height 
TRACON: Terminal Radar Approach Control 
TRSA: ..... Terminal Radar Service Area 
TVOR: .... Terminal VOR 
 

V 
 
VASI: ...... visual approach slope indicator 
VFR: ....... Visual Flight Rules (FAR Part 91) 
VOR: ...... Very high frequency Omnidirectional Range 
VORTAC: (see VOR and TACAN) 
 
 
 

 


